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THE  GERMAN  ELEMENT  IN  THE 
CUMBERLAND  VALLEY. 

(By  Denton  E.  Rebok,  Class  1914.) 

It  was  during  the  persecution  of  the  German 
princes  of  the  Pahitinate  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
that  a  vast  numher  of  its  inhabitants,  inestimable  in 
value,  were  driven  into  foreign  climes  to  seek  freedom. 
The  Palatinate  was  a  fertile  and  historic  valley  along 
the  Upper  Rhine.  Its  inhalutants  were  descendants 
of  a  group  of  Germans  called  i^heinfranken  with  an  ad- 
mixture of  the  Alemanni.  Their  agricultural  success 
brought  them  wealth  and  a  spirit  of  independence, 
which  aroused  the  jealousy  of  the  native  princes,  who 
oppressed  them  until  they  abandoned  their  native  land 
and  emigrated  to  America. 

Pennsylvania  was  fortunate  in  securing  some  of 
them.  Their  first  settlement  was  Germantown  in 
1682.  Those  who  arrived  later  were  forced  westward 
until  they  reached  our  valley.  Old  Cumberland,  ap- 
preciating their  agricultural  ability,  opened  wide  her 
arms  to  receive  them.  Although  a  few  Germans 
came  here  in  these  early  days,  it  was  not  until  1770  that 
the  great  influx  occurred. 

Many  of  these  people,  who  came  to  Pennsylvania, 
were  in  extreme  poverty,  but  possessed  the  character 
of  valuable  citizens.  Those  who  settled  in  Cumber- 
land Valley  were  peaceable  and  persevering.  Their 
indomitable  industry  and  frugality,  for  which  they 
were  distinguished,  increased  this  county's  wealth  as 
well  as  their  own.  Can  we  wonder  that  they  were  a 
successful  people;  they  who  practiced  extraordinary 
economy,  loved  simple  life,  and  esteemed  the  home! 

Their  intellectual  attainments  were  not  so  excellent  as 
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those  of  some  otlier  nationalities,  but  this  deficiency 
was  compensated  by  stability  of  character  and  tenacity 
of  pni-jiose.  Never-tlie-less,  education  has  been  I'c- 
ceived  by  this  people  until  at  present  in  these  acquire- 
ments their  descendants  are  in  advance  of  their  an- 
cestors. Today  the  head  of  education  in  Pennsylva- 
nia is  of  German  lineage. 

Denominationally,  they  were  Lutherans,  Reforms, 
Mennonites,  Tunkards,  and  different  other  communi- 
ties. The  people  huno-ered  and  thirsted  after  God's 
Word;  and  each  family  loved  and  clierished  the  Bible 
above  all  other  books.  Passage  after  passage  was 
(pioted  with  delight.  Because  of  their  conscientious 
scruples  against  bearing  arms,  many  of  them,  especial- 
ly the  Mennonites,  would  not  enter  the  wars  for  inde- 
pendence; although  we  have  had  a  number  of  import- 
ant commanders  who  were  Germans.  As  early  as 
May,  1753,  a  Reformed  minister  named  Frankenfeld, 
was  installed  at  Shippensburg.  Then  in  1757  tlie 
Friedenskirche  was  organized  on  the  Trindle  Spring 
road  four  miles  from  the  Susquehanna.  By  1775  the 
Germans  had  become  so  numerous  in  Cumberland  that 
two  more  churches  were  organized  in  Carlisle;  the  Ger- 
man Lutheran,  which  occupied  the  corner  of  Bedford 
and  Pomfret  Streets;  and  the  German  Reformed,  which 
occupied  the  corner  of  High  and  Pitt  Streets.  The 
services  of  these  churches  were  conducted  in  German 
until  1858,  when  the  younger  members  desired  English. 
They  at  last  agreed  to  hold  one  service  in  German  and 
one  in  English  each  Sunday.  Finally,  the  German 
service  was  discontinued. 

Marshall  College,  which  was  located  first  in  Car- 
lisle, was  owned  l)y  tlie  Germans.  They  united  it 
with  Franklin  College  and  called  the  institution  Frank- 
lin and  Mai'shall.      Later  this  college  was  moved  to 


Lancaster.  The  people  became  educated  to  sucli  an 
extent  that  German  families  have  supplied  seven  occu- 
pants of  Pennsylvania's  ,i>'ul)ernatorial  chair.  One  of 
these,  Honorable  Joseph  Kitner,  spent  a  part  of  his  life 
at  Mt.  Rock,  where  a  monument  is  erected  to  his  mem- 
ory. 

It  seems,  as  the  Germans  entered  our  county,  they 
spread  from  the  eastern  townships,  which  were  the  first 
to  be  offered  for  sale  by  the  proprietors,  along  the  Yel- 
low Breeches  Cree'k,  thence  northward  to  the  Conodo- 
guinet.  Their  innate  love  for  the  soil  and  tlieir  ex- 
perience in  agriculture,  obtained  in  the  Palatinate, 
were  valuable  to  them  here.  It  taught  them  to  select 
the  land  of  richest  forest  growth,  and  to  cultivate  it 
thoroughly.  They  were  successful  upon  the  very  land 
where  their  predecessors  had  almost  starved.  By 
their  thrift  and  economy  they  ]iurchased  this  land 
which  they  took  pride  in  conferring  upon  their  posteri 
ty.  In  the  eastern  part  of  the  valley,  especially  in 
k  ilver  Spring  Township,  there  are  churches,  schools, 
and  old  German  farms  still  existing.  These  are  marks 
of  interest  to  the  descendants  of  this  sturdy  people. 

Among  the  early  German  families  are  to  be  found 
these  names.  The  ^''trock  family,  which  was  among 
the  oldest,  first  settled  in  Churchtown.  Joseph  Wal- 
ters, one  of  the  pioneers  of  Silver  Spring  Township, 
served  in  the  Revolution  and  then  made  this  valley 
his  home.  The  Goodyear  family  are  descendants  of 
J .  Henry  Gutjahr,  who  landed  in  Philadelphia  in  1758. 
The  name  of  Conrad  Drager  appears  on  the  list.  He 
was  born  in  Nienburg,  Germany,  and  then  came  to 
America  where  he  conducted  a  tailoring  shop  in 
Churchtown.  Others,  as  the  Hunirichs,  Zugs,  Scheaf 
fers,  Himes,  Millers,  Brandts,  Hemmingers,  Zeamers, 
and  Lindners,  have  left  their  impi'ess  uj^on  our  coun- 
ty's life. 
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A  sketch  of  Gnstav  Si.^'isniund  Peters,  pioneer 
stereotyper  and  color-i)rinter  of  Carlisle,  is  of  interest. 
He  was  born  in  Dresdon  in  1793.  After  learning  lii.s 
trade  with  Samuel  Sowers  of  Baltimore,  he  came  to 
Carlish'.  Mr.  Peters  and  his  partner,  Mr.  Moser, 
published,  "  Der  Pennsylvanishe  Anzeiger."  One  of 
tlie  earliest  stereotyped  b'ooks  of  the  state  was  the  New 
Testament  published  by  Mr.  Peters.  He  used  the 
same  type  over  and  over  again,  setting  up  and  printing 
a  few  pages  at  a  time,  and  so  continuing  with  his  Ger- 
man tenacity  until  the  book  was  completed.  Dr.  Todd 
remarked,  "That  fool  of  a  Dutchman  expects  to  ]»rint 
the  New  Testament  with  a  stocking-full  of  type.  " 

Although  eighty  per  cent  of  the  Germans  were  till- 
ers of  the  soil,  we  find  the  remainder  engaged  as  edn 
cators,  lawyers,  physicians,  and  i)oliticians . 

These  people,  descendants  of  thirty  generations  of 
hus])andmen,  strengthened  by  civil  and  religious  per- 
secutions, possessing  wit,  energy,  refinement,  and  })er 
sonal  dignity,  were  fitted  to  add  strength  to  our  County 
of  Cumberland  in  the  days  of  its  youth. 
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CUMBERLAND  COUNTY'S  CONTRIBUTION 
TO  THE  CONTINENTAL  ARMY. 

(Bv  Isabel  R.  Dif.fenderfer,  Class  1914.) 

We  do  not  live  in  the  past  nor  should  we  in  this 
progressive  age,  but  no  nation,  no  race,  no  people,  no 
community  should  ever  forget  the  good  things  of  the 
days  gone  by.-  The  C^olonial  period  and  Revolutionary 
epoch  in  American  history  enunciated  the  fundamental 
principles  of  our  republican  form  of  government. 

The  part  Old  Mother  Cumberland  played  in  the 
laying  of  these  foundations  is  worthy  of  our  consid 
eration.  This  charming  valley  with  its  rolling  green, 
skirted  by  the  deep  blue  mountain  ranges  on  either 
side,  a  land  upon  which  God  smiled  with  favoi',  contril)- 
uted  her  quota  of  the  heroic,  brave,  and  self-sacrificing 
men  who  laid  these  deei3  and  lasting  principles  of  our 
democracy . 

Among  these  notables  probably  the  best  known  to 
us,  aside  from  Molly  Pitcher,  a  life  long  resident  of  Car- 
lisle, who  won  universal  fame  by  her  daring  at  Mon- 
mouth, is  General  John  Armstrong,  a  resident  of  old 
Bellaire  in  the  early  years  of  the  eighteenth  centurj^,  a 
man  of  great  intelligence,  sagacity,  and  of  a  high  moral 
and  religious  character.  By  many  not  knowing  him 
well  he  was  adjudged  stern  and  austere,  but  by  those 
with  whom  he  came  closely  in  contact,  he  was  perceived 
to  be  of  an  admirably  humane  and  tender  sensibility. 
His  influence  was  much  felt  for  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  resolutions  requesting  an  immediate  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  were  sent  to  the  Provincial  As- 
sembly through  his  intercession.  As  a  military  leader 
he  gained  distinguished  honors.  In  1776  he  was  ap- 
pointed Brigadier  General  in  the  Continental  Army 


and  in  1777  Majoi-  (jciieral  of  the  Pennsylvania  troo[)S 
in  the  battle  of  Brandywine .  His  last  memorable  ex- 
ploit was  in  1777  in  the  liattle  of  Germantown,  where 
he  commanded  the  Pennsylvania  militia .  Thus  he 
lived,  admired  !)>•  his  troops,  feared  l>y  his  less  inti- 
mate associates,  and  loved  by  his  friends. 

A  family  pre-eminently  military  in  its  tendencies, 
as  well  as  patriotic  and  lilierty-loving,  were  the  five 
Butler  brothers.  The  oldest  son,  Richard  Butler,  en- 
tered the  service  at  the  outbreak  of  the  revolution,  first 
as  Major  of  an  Independent  Battalion,  h-iter  as  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  of  the  Regiment,  and  still  later  as  Com- 
mander in  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  During 
the  terrible  winter  of  1777-1778  Colonel  Richard  Butlei-, 
Captain  Thomas  Butler,  and  Lieutenant  Pierce  Butler 
were  with  Washington  at  Valley  Forge. 

William  Butler,  the  second  son,  entered  the  war  as 
Captain  in  Colonel  Arthur  St.  Claire's  Battalion. 
Later  he  became  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Fourtli 
Pennsylvania  Battalion. 

(Viptain  Thomas  Butler  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Brandywine,  Germantown,  Monmouth,  Stony  Point, 
Newark  and  the  surrender  of  C^ornwallis  at  Yorktown, 
accompanied  by  liis  brother,  Pierce  Butler,  who  was  a 
First  Lieutenant  in  his  Regiment.  Pierce  Butler  re- 
ceived a  handsome  sword  from  General  Lafayette  after 
the  surrender  of  Cornwallis. 

The  fifth  l)rother,  Edward  Butler,  entered  the  war 
at  seventeen,  having  volunteered  his  services  and  was 
made  an  ensign  in  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Regiment 
commanded  l)y  his  brother  Richard.  He  was  at  the 
seige  and  captui-c  of  Yorktown  and  was  later  sent  with 
General  Green's  army  to  the  South. 

Thus  we  have  a  luief  history  of  "The  Fighting 
Butlers"  who  won  imperishable  fame  in  services  ren- 
dered for  their  country. 


Til  tliis  great  .sanguinary  war  Cumberland  County 
did  lier  whole  duty  eagerly  and  promptly.  One  warm 
morning  in  July  of  1775,  to  the  roll  of  rattling  drums, 
down  the  i)rincipal  street  of  old  Carlisle,  Captain  AVil- 
liam  Hendricks  left  with  a  company  of  ninety  men,  five 
of  whom  were  permanent  residents  of  Carlisle  namely, 
Thomas  Gibson,  William  Gammel,  James  Reed,  John 
Blair  and  Hugh  Sweeney.  Thomas  Gibson,  First  Ser- 
geant of  his  company  was. cajitured  at  Quebec. 

Captain  Hendricks,  who  was  killed  at  Quebec, 
came  from  P]ast  Pennsboro  Township,  a  young  man  of 
pleasing  countenance  and  witli  a  soul  animated  by  a 
genuine  s]>ark  of  humanity.  William  Thompson  of 
Carlisle  commanded  the  Battalion  of  Riflemen  of 
which  Captain  Hendricks'  company  was  a  ])art. 

Another  notable  of  Revolutionary  fame  was  Sam- 
uel Brady,  a  resident  of  our  sister  town  Shippensburg. 
He  fought  in  the  battles  of  Princeton  and  Monmouth 
))ut  his  most  harrowing  exi)erience  was  at  the  Massa- 
cre of  Paoli.  Being  tired  after  a  hard  day's  figlit  !ie 
wrapped  himself  in  a  scanty  army  l)lanket  and  lay  down 
for  a  l)rief  sleep.  While  in  this  peaceful  state  of  re- 
])Ose,  a  British  rifleman  came  ujion  him.  Brady,  how- 
ever awakened  and  although  his  blanket  impeded  made 
a  wild  (lash  for  liberty.  The  British  threw  his  l)ayo- 
net  toward  him  Imt  this  instead  of  striking  him  liecame 
entangled  in  the  blanket  and  fell  harndessly  to  the 
ground  much  to  Brady's  delight  and  good  fortune. 

These  are  only  a  few  of  the  very  many  valiant 
Cumberland  County  men  who  fought  for  our  lilierty 
and  independence.  The  names  of  all  heroes  and  great 
men,  of  all  devoted  patriots  and  loyal  citizens  are  not 
always  inscribed  on  the  scroll  of  fame.  The  names  of 
many  who  constituted  the  privates  in  the  companies 
that  marched  to  the  battle  of  the  Brandywine  and  witli 


Washington  crossed  the  Delaware  amidst  its  ice  floes, 
and  tracked  with  tlieir  own  blood  the  frozen  ground 
of  V^alley  Forge,  these  likewise  are  the  heroes  of  the 
Continental  Army. 

From  the  rank  and  file  that  marched  out  from  this 
ricii,  beautiful  and  fertile  valley  came  the  real  backbone 
and  strength  of  the  army  of  freedom.  To  all  these 
patriots  of  the  Cumberland  Valley,  whether  high  or  low 
in  rank,  we  pay  oui-  tril)ute  of  honoi-  and  admiration. 
We  pledge  ourselves  in  this  day  as  the  guardians  of  her 
institutions,  the  custodians  of  her  liberty  and  the  de- 
voted adherents  to  hei-  ])olicies  and  life. 

In  the  words  of  the  i)oet,  we  may  truly  say: 

"Lay  the  proud  usurpers  low! 
Tyrants  fall  in  every  foe! 
Liberty's  in  every  blow! 
Let  us  do,  or  die! 

Spirit  that  made  those  heroes  dare 
To  die,  or  leave  their  children  free 
Bid  Time  and  Nature  gently  s]3are 
■.  .         The  shaft  we  raise  to  them  and  thee!" 
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Rules  Governing  Lamberton  Prizes 


In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  Charles 
L.  Lamberton,  the  school  board  of  the  Borough  of  Carlisle, 
Pa.,  hereby  establishes  two  prizes  to  be  known  as  the  "Lam- 
berton Prizes"  subject  to  the  following  conditions: 

1.  The  amount  of  each  prize  shall  be  one-half  of  the 
annual  income  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  (2500)  dollars 
invested  as  the  school  board  may  direct. 

2.  The  privilege  of  competing  for  the  "Lamberton 
Prizes"  shall  be  open  to  the  pupils  of  the  senior  and  junior 
classes  of  the  high  school,  but  no  pupil  shall  be  permitted  to 
receive  the  said  prize  more  than  once  during  his  school 
course. 

3.  All  pupils  desiring  to  compete  for  the  prizes  shall 
deliver  to  the  principle  of  the  high  school  not  later  than 
May  I  an  essay  of  not  more  than  one  thousand  ( 1 000)  words 
on  any  subject  relating  to  or  bearing  upon  "the  early  local 
history  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  and  its  people." 

4.  From  these  essays  the  principle,  the  teacher  of  Eng- 
lish, and  the  teacher  of  history  of  the  high  school  shall  se- 
lect the  six  best  essays  written  by  boys  and  the  six  best 
essays  written  by  girls  and  submit  them  to  a  committee  of 
three  to  be  selected  by  the  school  board. 

5.  From  the  essays  submitted  to  them  the  said  com- 
mittee shall  select  the  best  essay  written  by  a  boy  and  the 
best  essay  written  by  a  girl  and  report  their  decision  to  the 
secretary  of  the  school  board  at  least  one  week  before  the 
time  set  for  holding  the  "Annual  Commencement." 

6.  The  successful  competitors  shall  read  their  essays  at 
the  "Annual  Commencement  Exercises"  of  the  high  school, 
at  which  time  the  prizes  shall  be  awarded. 


